
 

 

 

 

About Brabners  
 

Brabners LLP is a full-service law firm with a distinctive style and 
culture. We are committed to value without compromising quality. 
 
We provide a Partner led service which does not come at an increased 
cost to our clients. Many of our Partners are leading specialists in their 
field, enabling us to provide senior, experienced and commercially 
aware legal support. With 350 people working across our three offices 
in Manchester, Liverpool and Preston, we provide a comprehensive 
range of legal services to the corporate, public sectors, plus private 
individuals.  
 
Whilst the North West is our home, we serve clients in London, 
throughout the UK and internationally. Our 203 specialist lawyers have 
a common approach and we are growing rapidly by adding new 
specialists to our already broad range of services and by both retaining 
and attracting clients.  Our approach is to develop a full understanding 
of our clients and their businesses. This understanding, coupled with 
our creative advice, enables us to help our clients to achieve their 
objectives.  
 
We believe clients need advisors they can get on with and trust. We 
consider that by working together, we help our clients to achieve their 
business objectives whilst developing long term business relationships. 
 
The Sports Team 
 

We have one of the largest dedicated sports law teams in the country, which is highly regarded within the 
industry, as recognised in the legal directories Chambers & Partners and the Legal 500. We advise on the 
following areas in relation to numerous sports: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

“They have a huge  
broad-based 

understanding of sport.  
 

They are great to work with 
and have the joint ability of 
being approachable with 
the skill set to go with it. 

 
On football cases Brabners 

are streets ahead. They 
have more experience on it 

than anyone else.” 
 

Chambers & Partners 

 Sporting rules and regulations, including 
the drafting and interpretation of various 
rules (regulations and procedures, selection 
policies, anti-doping, disciplinary matters, 
specific team management agreements). 

 Dispute resolution we advise clients on 
disputes which are heard at a domestic or 
international level, including procedures 
before national federations/governing 
bodies and internationally before the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. 

 Governance and advice in relation to 
incorporation matters including the drafting 
of articles of association, other 
constitutional documents and general 
company and charity law advice. 

 Sporting bodies’ intellectual property 
including in relation to contentious and non-
contentious intellectual property law such as 
trademarks, copyright, design rights, passing-
off and registration and recovery of domain 
names. 

 Broadcasting, publishing, advertising and 
all other media rights and advice in relation 
to the sale, distribution and exploitation of 
domestic and international television and 
media rights. 

 Employment law including drafting of service 
contracts for athletes and employees and 
advice on dispute resolution in relation to the 
same and the management of volunteers. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Clients 
  

We advise international federations, national governing bodies, clubs, other sporting and recreation bodies, 
sponsors, broadcasters, merchandising licensees, marketing agencies and individual sportsmen and women. 
 
Clients have and do include FIFA, the European Professional Football Leagues, the English Premier 
League, FINA (the world governing body for swimming/aquatic sports), the Rugby Football League Leicester 
Tigers, British Cycling, British Swimming and Commonwealth Games England. 
 

Areas of Expertise  

     

We provide comprehensive, quality and cost effective advice in the following areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information, please contact our Legal Panel Framework primary contact: 
 

 
 

Jason Smith 
Partner, Head of Commercial 
Tel: 0161 836 8800 
Email: jason.smith@brabners.com 
 

 Bidding for, and staging of sports 
events, including the drafting of stadium 
hire contracts and advice on all ongoing 
issues relating to the organisation of such 
events. 

 Grants and funding agreements for the 
organisation of sporting events and 
obtaining funding from statutory bodies. 

 Commercial agreements including the 
protection, re-structuring and exploitation of 
rights relating to brand marketing 
programmes, sponsorship, franchising, 
licensing, image rights agreements and 
exploitation of intellectual property rights. 

 Immigration Law, in particular in relation to 
the application and appeal processes for 
work permits and visa applications in respect 
of the recruitment of foreign nationals to 
sporting organisations. 

 Safeguarding advice on child protection/ 
vulnerable group policies and the 
implementation of such policies. 

 Administrative and Public Law  

 Bidding & Staging Major Events  

 Charity & Trust Law  

 Child Protection/Vulnerable Groups  

 Contracts/Grant Agreements  

 Corporate Law / 
Governance/Constitutional Affairs  

 Commercial/Sponsorship/Franchising/ 
Licensing  

 Data Protection/Privacy  

 Employment Law 

 Equality and Disability Law  

 EU Sports Policy/Law  

 Intellectual Property Law  

 Insolvency Law  

 Immigration Law  

 Litigation  

 New Media/IT  

 Property, Planning and Construction Law  

 Publishing/Media Law  

 Regulation/Disciplinary 
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